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Palma, house guests in nine spacious and
comfortable apartments, host dinners, and
arrange city tours and cooking lessons. In the
heart of the old town, the six-room BB22
infuses an old palazzo with modem flair. The
graceful Villa Igiea, an Art Nouveau

SWUYI-O11-101V; WWW.DDZZIL LOSiZ  1rom
$165. Viua Iciea: Tel 39/091-631-2111; in
the US., 888-414-2018; www.hotelvillaigica
palermo.com. Cost: from $200 (off-peak), from
£330 (peak). Best mimes: Holy Week (week
before Easter); around Jul 15 for processions
and celebrations honoring patron St. Rosalia.

Splendid Monuments of the Ancient World

SiciLY’s GREEK TEMPLES

Sieily, Italy

he Greek colonists who began arriving on the coastal areas of the southern
ltalian peninsula and the island of Sicily in the 8th century B.c. brought
with them their Hellenic politics and culture and expanded their

civilization to include what became known as
Magna Graecia. At the southeastern tip of
Sicily, in Siracusa, which once rivaled Athens
in power and splendor, a Greek presence
remains in the amazingly well-preserved
Teatro Greco, which stages classic plays each
summer. Other important landmarks are pre-
served in the nearby Parco Archeologico.

On the small island of Ortigia, in Siracusa's
harbor, the Baroque Duomo incorporates the
thick columns of an ancient temple of Athena.
Checking into the nearby elegant, century-old
Grand Hotel Ortigia puts guests amid water-
side promenades, medieval lanes, and palazzo-
rimmed piazzas—and close to Don Camillo,

serving some of Sicilys most delicious
seafood.

In Agrigento, the Greeks erected a string
of golden-stone Doric temples along a ridge
above the Valle dei Templi (Valley of Temples),
one of the best-preserved concentrations of
early Greek architecture outside Greece.
Thirty-four exterior columns still surround the
Tempio della Concordia (Temple of Concord),
built around 430 s.c. The gargantuan, and
entirely ruined, Tempio di Giove is one of the
largest Greek temples ever built. In the sum-
mer months, evening tours are conducted of
the illuminated temples, or you can view them
in comfort from many of the rooms of the




